
 
 

Tangle Town 
 

You step into the unusually shaped village square to witness the townsfolk dancing around and around a series 
of eight maypoles. Letters written on the colorful ribbons they hold twist into words that themselves join to 
form larger words, but the dancers are moving too fast for you to clearly make them out. Each clue contains 
three parts, one of them, which will always be the first or third clue, defines an entire 8-letter word, while the 
other two define smaller sections of the full word, in the same order they appear. For example, a clue reading 
“Provisional worker delayed establishing pattern” would lead to the words TEMP (provisional worker), LATE 
(delayed), and TEMPLATE (establishing pattern); in this case, the clue for the whole word was the third clue, 
but it could have been the first clue. You must determine where to start writing the 8-letter word in a circle 
around its clue number and whether it is written clockwise or counterclockwise. Each 8-letter word shares two 
letters with its two neighbors. By examining the shaded letters, you can put an end to this frantic dance by 
naming the mysterious entity who caused it! 

Clues 

1. Railed vehicle insisted and ran over 

2. Second notes: Vote, then choose again 

3. Brief period of deficiency 

4. Produce DNA sequence grade 

5. Celebrity to rummage for echinoderm 

6. In this place, muscle spasms of religious dissidents 

7. Relaxed custody release 

8. Hold remainder of precipitation 
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